Minutes of the 

Sunderland Volunteering Forum
8th March 2010
Farringdon Community Fire Station at 10:30 a.m.
Present:
David Bailey


NHS

Steve Simpson

The Stroke Association

Ally Miller


The Stroke Association

Tracey Bramley

PIE

Adrienne Rowley
  
Age Concern

Vivienne Metcalf

Sunderland City Council

Carol Dennison

Mental Health Partnership

Pamela Marshall

Health, Housing & Adult Services

Kevin Giles


Connexions

Lynda Irving


Sunderland Carers Centre

Paul Power


Sunderland City Council

Nicola Stavers

Norcare

Anna Johnson

Sunderland Volunteer Centre

Sharon Charlton

Sunderland Volunteer Centre

Apologies:
David Curtis


Sunderland Volunteer Centre

Donna Knight

WCDT

Liz White


Sunderland Age Concern

Steve Jarvis


SAFE
Kay White


Independent Age

Minutes of Previous Meeting:
Sunderland Volunteer Centre staff were omitted from those present.  The minutes from the previous meeting were accepted as a true record with this amendment.

Matters Arising:
All matters arising are covered by the agenda.

Presentation - VCS Networks: 
Vivienne Metcalf informed the group that Sunderland City Council had been tasked to set up VCS Networks in each of the 5 areas of the city.  She explained that the difference between the VCS Networks and the Area Forums is that no statutory organisation can attend the VCS Networks.  The aim of the Networks is to influence and feed into the Area Committees, with three representatives from each of the Networks attending as an equal partner.  Representatives from the VCS Networks also sit on Sunderland Community Network to ensure communication with the Sunderland Partnership.

The VCS Networks will also feed in to the Local Area Plans which are due to be reviewed in the near future.

Vivienne advised the group of the contact details for the Area Community Coordinators:

	Coalfield & Washington
	Susan Brown
	susan.brown1@sunderland.gov.uk
	  (0191) 561 6664

	East
	Vivienne Metcalf
	Vivienne.metcalf@sunderland.gov.uk
	(0191) 561 4577

	North
	Amanda Cantle
	Amanda.cantle@sunderland.gov.uk 
	(0191) 561 8117

	West
	Angela Cousins
	Angela.cousins@sunderland.gov.uk 
	(0191) 553 8865


(Please see attached handouts)

Presentation – The Stroke Association:
Steve Simpson and Ally Miller explained that The Community integration Service is an innovative programme delivered through The Stroke Association and Momentum Brain Injury Services which began in November 2009 and delivered across the South of Tyne and wear district.  Steve advised that strokes are the third biggest killer in the UK and the largest source of adult disability in the UK.  The national figures shows that a quarter of people aged under the age of 65 have suffered a stroke, with the figures for the north east being a third.  Strokes are caused by either a blood clot or a haemorrhage cutting off the oxygen supply to the brain.
The service will provide continuing support to stroke survivors, increasing their independence by working towards the following:

· Regaining confidence

· Develop existing skills and abilities

· Learn new skills

· Increase independence

· Occupational opportunities

The service has been designed to provide individuals with realistic social and occupational goals and opportunities, as well as having a primary aim of increasing independence and social inclusion within their own community.
(Please see attached presentation)

Sunderland Compact Update:
Vivienne Metcalf informed the group that the Compact Implementation Steering Group has now been set up and the first meeting will take place on the 7th of April.  Details from the meeting will be fed back to the Volunteering Forum Steering Group.
Volunteering Forum Steering Group:
Sharon Charlton informed the group that at the last meeting the Group discussed possible future presentations and the following were suggested:
· Volunteer Centre – How it can work for you

· Toolkit workshop

· PQASSO

· ISA follow up

The frequency of meetings, both for the Volunteering Forum and the Steering Group were discussed along with the need to increase VCS membership.  It was agreed that meetings should be bi-monthly and that all members should actively promote membership to both groups.
Any Other Business:
Anna Johnson passed out the Volunteer Centres leaflet ‘Volunteering whilst on Benefits’, which is based on the Job Centre Plus leaflet ‘Volunteering while receiving benefits’ which are hard to obtain.  A link to the Job Centre Plus leaflet was included in the last Volunteer Centres Newsletter, but should anyone require more copies of the Volunteer Centres leaflet they can either contact the Volunteer Centre directly or photocopy.  
Anna advised that should members of the group know of anyone having problems with volunteering whilst in the receipt of benefits to let the Volunteer Centre know as they are able to support the volunteer.  The Volunteer Centre are actively working with the job Centre’s to provide correct information which can be passed on to potential volunteers.

David Bailey advised the group that, through the Volunteering Forum, he has been able to establish valuable organisation links to promote the stop smoking training.  To date, 37 people have completed the level 1 training.
Anna passed out the Volunteer Centre Awareness Events leaflet and advised the group that the Events are being held at different venues throughout the city throughout the year.  Booking forms are available from the Volunteer Centre.

Anna passed out the Volunteer Centre Training leaflet and advised the meeting that the Volunteer Centre is now taking bookings.  Anyone wishing to reserve a place should contact the Volunteer Centre for a booking form.  The training is free to VCS.

A discussion took place on free venues for forthcoming meetings.  David Bailey advised he would check availability and book one of the Walk-In Centres and advise Anna of date.
Next Meeting:
Date:

Wednesday 5th May 2010
Time:

10:30 a.m.
Venue:
Highfield Children’s Centre, Highfield Community Primary School, Fordfield Road, Ford Estate, Sunderland, SR4 0DA 
