Minutes of the Sunderland Volunteering Forum
5th May 2010
Highfield Children’s Centre at 10:30 a.m.
Present:
Anna Johnson

Sunderland Volunteer Centre
David Curtis


Sunderland Volunteer Centre
Kerri – Lea Gray

Royal Society for the Blind
Shelley Lillico

Royal Society for the Blind
Sharon Rutherford

Sure Start Children’s Centres
Judith Turnbull

Sure Start Children’s Centres

Carol Dennison

Mental Health Partnership

Pamela Marshall

Health, Housing & Adult Services

Kevin Giles


Connexions

Liz White


Age Concern Sunderland
Sarah Grey


Sunderland City Council Community Development

Gill Charman


PIE

Donna Knight

Wearmouth Community Development Trust

Apologies:
Sharon Rutherford

Sunderland Volunteer Centre

Adrienne Rowley

Sunderland Age Concern

Dorothy Gardiner

Sunderland Mind

Welcome and Introductions

David welcomed everyone to the meeting and a round of introductions was made.

Minutes of Previous Meeting:
The minutes from the previous meeting were agreed as true and accurate.

Matters Arising:
All matters arising are covered by the agenda.

Presentation – Sunderland Sure Start Children’s Centre 
Sharon Charlton and Judith Turnbull gave a presentation on the background to the city’s Sure Start Children’s Centre and the services that they have available to local families.  They also covered the volunteering opportunities that are available to local people including Play & Learn
Community, Health and Administration. (see attached)
Volunteering Forum Steering Group update
Anna updated the group on the last meeting of the steering group who met on Tuesday 16th March.
Issues discussed at this meeting included the updates available with the Volunteering Toolkit and how the first evaluation of its effectiveness will be carried out.  This process will jointly be followed up by Sunderland Volunteer Centre and the Councils Community Development Team.  

Issues around referrals and information coming from Job Centre’s were also discussed and it was agreed the issues should be taken to the Compact Implementation Group.
Sunderland Compact update

Sarah gave the group and update on the Sunderland Compact explaining to the group the purpose of the compact and how to sign up for those who aren’t already.  She also explained that the Volunteering Forum steering group would have the opportunity to represent the forum membership and raise any Volunteering related issues via the Compact Implementation Steering Group.  An example given of this was the problems volunteers have with misinformation regarding their benefit entitlement whilst volunteering.  Sarah asked the forum members to put forward any suggestion or any issues to be considered by the steering group, by adding them to the evaluation which are issued at the end of each meeting.

Good Practice Info

Anna disseminated good practice information on Job substitution (see handout attached)
Any Other Business:
Anna reminded people of this year’s National Volunteers Week which runs from the 1st – 7th June.  The event is a perfect opportunity for organisations to promote their volunteering opportunities and thank their volunteers.  More information on this event can be found at www.volunteersweek.org.uk
Anna also mentioned that in the run up to this year’s celebrations they are looking to showcase some local volunteers via the local press, websites and newsletters etc.  Therefore they are looking for organisations to nominate some of their volunteers who may have an interesting story to tell such as volunteering has made a difference to their lives or helped them to gain employment etc.

If you have any stories or volunteers that would be keen to help with this please get in touch with Sharon or Anna.
Carol Dennison asked the group if anyone would be able to offer an opportunity for one of her service users who is looking to volunteer as a driver.  Both Anna and Judith offered possible suggestions.

Carol was also looking for a course on Anger Management.  David suggested getting in contact with Rob from CVS who may be able to help.

Date and time of next meeting:
Date:

Wednesday 15th June 2010
Time:

10:30a.m – 12.00noon
Venue:
Wearmouth Community Development Trust, Swan Street Centre, Swan Street, Sunderland, SR5 1EB 
