Minutes of the 

Sunderland Volunteering Forum
2nd September 2010
Ryhope Children’s Centre at 10:30 a.m.
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National Autistic Society
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Sarah Grey
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Denise Joyce

Sunderland Volunteer Centre Befriending Service

Anna Johnson

Sunderland Volunteer Centre

Sharon Charlton

Sunderland Volunteer Centre

Apologies:
David Curtis


Sunderland Volunteer Centre

Laura Bartlett

Sunderland City Council
Loraine Humble

Redhouse Academy

Claire Taylor


Groundwork

Pamela Marshall

Sunderland City Council

Charlene Fiskin

ETEC

Palma Carter


Care Line

Donna Knight

Wearmouth Community Development Trust

Tracey Bramley

PIE

Lisa Webb


Sunderland City Council

Minutes of Previous Meeting:
The minutes from the previous meeting were accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising:
None.

Presentation - Vinvolve: 
Anna advised the group that unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances, Vinvolve have had to cancel their presentation today.
Presentation – Sunderland Community Network (SCN):
Steve Young explained in detail how the SCN feeds in to Sunderland Partnership and how it is the platform for the VCS to raise issues at a local and Sunderland Partnership level.
Steve Young provided the following information:

· The SCN website is currently under construction and is being updated.

· The Core Network group has adopted a new set of Terms of Reference.

· A SCN booklet is being developed along with a quarterly Newsletter, which should be available from October.

· SCN Delegates have been asked for a collective response to the Draft Volunteer Strategy which will be fed back to Sarah Grey at Sunderland City Council.

· The Primary Care Trust (PCT) has approached SCN for pharmaceutical consultation. 

· The next Voluntary Sector Assembly will take place on Tuesday 28th September, 9.30am – 2.00pm at Swan Street Centre. Please contact Steve to confirm your place: 0191 565 1566. 

· A sub group is being developed to look at the potential cuts from the Council and the impact it will have on the VCS.

· Induction training for the Network reps is to be arranged and this will be linked with Take Part training.

· There is a delegate vacancy on the Attractive and Inclusive City Thematic Group. Anyone interested in this vacancy should contact Sunderland CVS on 0191 565 1566.

Volunteering Forum Steering Group:
David has attended the Compact Implementation Group and raised the issues that volunteers in receipt of benefits are having with Job Centre advisors when accessing or carrying out volunteering.  Jessica May from the Partnership will be looking at these issues and will get back to David regarding this.

The Steering Group are also looking at updating the groups Terms of Reference.

Sunderland Compact Update:
Sarah Grey informed the group that the Sunderland Compact is an agreement between the organisations of the Sunderland Partnership and the Voluntary and Community Sector to improve their relationship for mutual advantage and community gain. This will be achieved by working towards the key principles set out in the Compact and the supporting Codes of Practice. The Compact provides the opportunity for both sectors to work together and to bring about positive change for the people of Sunderland.  Numerous VCS organisation have already signed up to the Compact and a full list is available from Sarah Grey.

Sarah advised the group that the beginning of November is Compact Week and that during that week there will be a re-launch of the updated Toolkit.
Sunderland Volunteering Strategy

Sarah advised the Group that the Strategy is still open for formal consultation until 17 September and that feedback received to date indicated that the document is too long and they will be looking at providing and executive summary after the consultation has finished.  A discussion took place on the Strategy.

Sarah informed the group that a promotional volunteering video is to be produced for Sunderland Partnership TV, which should last for 45 seconds. Any ideas for the content should be forwarded to Sarah.  Angela Robson agreed to send Sarah a link to the South Tyneside promotional video that she took part in (ACTION)  
Good Practice Information:

Anna provided the group with the following information:
· CSV’s Make a Difference Day will be taking place on Saturday 30 October 2010, with the theme of encouraging families to volunteer.  Packs including promotional matrials are available from the CSV website.  The West VCS Network are hosting an event and thought it a good idea to promote all events happening on the day.  Should any member of the group want to add their event to the publicity they should contact Anna at the Volunteer Centre.

· Volunteer Contribution Survey – the Volunteer Centre is carrying out a piece of research in response to survey results which places Sunderland in the bottom 5% of English councils with only 14.4% of  local residents taking part in formal volunteering compared to the national average of 21.93%.   So far there have been75 replies but more are needed.  Anna requested that any organisation that hasn’t responded, complete and return to her.  Sarah enquired if there was any way to support organisations to monitor their volunteers’ hours.  It was agreed that the Volunteer Centre should provide a short workshop on this topic at a future Forum meeting (ACTION).
· Volunteers and the Law training will be taking place on the 12th October followed by Volunteer Recruitment and Retention training on the 16th November.  The training is free to VCS groups with statutory organisations being charged £20.  
Any Other Business:
Miriam Hardie informed the group that the University are hosting a Volunteers Fair sometime in October or November, with a cost of £50 per table.  Freshers week begins week commencing 20th September.  Miriam advised the group that the University have an online volunteering opportunities service and that currently the Students Union are looking for projects where groups of students can take part.  Anyone interested in finding out more should contact Miriam on (0191) 515 2919.  
Andy Fraser advised the group that the Orange RockCorps project is aimed at 16-25 year olds and funded through sponsorship.  Orange RockCorps encourages volunteering through the power of music. The Orange RockCorps gig programme inspires people to volunteer within their local community by producing concerts for which you can’t buy a ticket. Rather, you must do 4 hours of volunteer work at an Orange RockCorps volunteer project to earn a ticket to the gig. All volunteer projects are completed in partnership and for the benefit of local charity partners.  Anyone interested can contact either Anna Johnson on (0191) 567 8902 or email Andy at afraser@rockcorps.co.uk  
David Bailey – stop smoking training is available to both staff and volunteers with the organisation receiving £40 for each person that completes the training.  Anyone interested in finding out more should contact David on david.bailey@sotw.nhs.uk 
Next Meeting:
Date:

Monday 1st November 2010
Time:

10:30 a.m.
Venue:
The Hetton Centre, Welfare Road, Hetton-le-Hole, Houghton-le-Spring, DH5 9NE 
