Minutes of the 

Sunderland Volunteering Forum
1st November 2010
The Hetton Centre at 10:30 a.m.
Present:
Andy Fraser


Orange RockCorps
Joanne Topping

Sunderland Children’s Centre
Rebecca Moore

Sunderland Children’s Centre

Rebecca Braid

Sunderland Children’s Centre

Sister Anne Williams
Ford Estate Community Missioner

Kath Milburn


Friends of the Hetton Centre

Lisa Web


Sunderland City Council

Jackie Nixon


Sunderland Public Health

Julie White


Sunderland PCT – Public Involvement

Angela Robson

Sunderland Healthy Communities Collaborative

Anthony Hughes

Sunderland Community Furniture

Daphne Hall


Friends of the Hetton Centre

Val Kilner


Bridge Project

Paul Finch


Hetton New Dawn

Gill Charman


PIE

Hugh Newell


North East Aircraft Museum

Adrienne Rowley

Age UK Sunderland

Margaret Hope

Hetton New Dawn

Tom Cranston

Friends of Doxford Park
Carol Dennison

Mental Health Partnership

Liz White


Age UK
Sarah Grey


Sunderland City Council

David Curtis


Sunderland Volunteer Centre

Denise Joyce

Sunderland Volunteer Centre Befriending Service

Anna Johnson

Sunderland Volunteer Centre

Sharon Charlton

Sunderland Volunteer Centre

Apologies:
Carol Nevison

WRVS
Kay White


Rainbow Trust

Helen Stephenson

Grindon Community Project

Julie Dagg


St Benedicts Hospice

Daniel Krzyszczak

ICOS

Minutes of Previous Meeting:
Angela Robson was missed off those present.  Minutes were accepted as a true record with this amendment.

Matters Arising:
None.

Volunteering Forum Steering Group:
Sharon Charlton advised the meeting that the Steering Group have now agreed the new Terms of Reference and also the membership application process.  The Steering Group have been involved with the Volunteering Strategy and also the Volunteering Strategy Action Plan and are taking the Lead on a number of the actions.  The Group has also looked at the membership of the group, with invitations sent to City of Sunderland College, Sunderland University, Gentoo, Sunderland Job Centre Plus, PALS, Vinvolved, Sunderland Voluntary Sector Youth Forum, ETEC and Health, Housing & Adult Services.   More VCS organisations are needed to join the Steering Group and anyone interested in finding out more should contact Sharon Charlton on (0191) 567 8902 or sunderlandvol@aol.com 
Sunderland Compact Update:
Sarah Grey informed the group that Compact week starts today with the re-launch of the updated Toolkit.  A full list of what’s happening during the week is available from Sarah.  Sarah explained the Compact in detail.  An e-learning model has been produced for the City of Sunderland staff to learn about the Compact.  A consultation will take place from the 1-13 December to refresh the Compact.  A VCS Survey, drawn up in partnership with CVS is currently being circulated; the aim of the survey is to find out the needs of the sector and also to find out how many volunteers the organisations have and the number of hours they volunteer for.
Sunderland Volunteering Strategy

Sarah Grey advised the Group that the Strategy consultation has now ended.  The main issues raised was that the Strategy was too long, so amendments have been made to make it much shorter (now 24 pages long) and written in plain English.   An Equality & Diversity section and a procurement statement have also been added.  The Strategy will be going to the Sunderland Partnership Board in January 2011 for approval.
Sarah informed the group that the promotional volunteering video has now been filmed for Sunderland Partnership TV, which should last for 45 seconds and should be aired for 6 weeks. The following took part in filming: 2 dads and their children from Sunderland Children’s Centre took part along with a driver for the Volunteer Centre Driving Service, a Walk Leader and a health volunteer.
Good Practice Information:

Anna provided the group with the following information:
Training Needs Survey – Has gone out to all Volunteer Centre members.  The findings from this survey will determine the Volunteer Centres training programme for next year. 
Forum Topic Survey – Has gone out to all Volunteer Centre members.  The top 6 topics will determine the presentations / discussions for next year’s Forum meetings.

As requested by members, Forum meetings have been scheduled for next year on a bi-monthly basis.  There is no budget for running Forum meetings, if members can offer a free venue contact Anna on 0191 567 8902 or sunderlandvcg@aol.com .  Brian Watson offered a free venue at Rivergreen, Pallion for the Forums meeting on the 17th January 2011and the Steering Groups meeting on the 7th December 2010.   Brian to confirm with the Volunteer Centre. (ACTION)
Information Sharing:

Jackie Nixon advised the meeting of the Happiness and Wellbeing Network that aims to provide a forum for sharing and developing ideas to contribute to the improvement of mental health, happiness and well-being in Sunderland. They are supported by a multi-agency steering group.  The Network are holding an information sharing event on the 15th December at the Museum from 1:30 – 4:30; anyone wishing to book a stand should contact Wendy at Washington Mind on (0191) 417 8043.
Jackie explained that she now has a new role, which has a bigger remit of involving health volunteers.  Four volunteers have been recruited so far.
Andy Fraser advised the group that the Orange RockCorps project is aimed at 16-25 year olds and funded through sponsorship.  Orange RockCorps encourages volunteering through the power of music. The Orange RockCorps gig programme inspires people to volunteer within their local community by producing concerts for which you can’t buy a ticket. Rather, you must do 4 hours of volunteer work at an Orange RockCorps volunteer project to earn a ticket to the gig. All volunteer projects are completed in partnership and for the benefit of local charity partners.  Anyone interested can contact Anna Johnson at the Volunteer Centre on (0191) 567 8902 or email sunderlandvcg@aol.com 
Tom Cranston advised the meeting that the Friends of Doxford Park had been successful in obtaining £35k from the Heritage Lottery Fund to work on a two year project to map the history of the park.  Tom requested that should anyone have any old photographs or know any information regarding the parks history, that they contact him via the Volunteer Centre on (0191) 567 8902.
Sarah Grey advised the group of the VCS Networks volunteer celebration events which will be taking place in November and December.   Anna advised the Forum that the Washington event will not be held until January 2011.  Anna to send out the information to the Forum.(ACTION)
Any Other Business:
None.

Next Meeting:
Date:

Monday 17th January 2011
Time:

10:30 a.m.
Venue:
Springboard Rivergreen, Unit 1 and 2, Rivergreen Industry Centre, Pallion, Sunderland, SR4 6AD
